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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL, CIRENCESTER

Or Unitarian as it is now called, stands in Dollar-street, and is of no architectural pretentious, but is the
oldest Chapel in the town, having been erected in the year 1648. A large grave yard is attached, in which are
tombs and memorials to some of the principal families who inhabited the town during the past century, and who
lie buried here.

In. the perilous times when this building was erected, it was usual in many places for halberdiers to stand
on sentry at the Presbyterian Chapels during the hours of divine worship, and it is probable guard was kept here
at the folding doors leading to the Chapel.

As the tomb stones in this burying ground are falling into decay, we have thought it might be interesting
to perpetuate the inscriptions by recording them here.

INSCRIPTIONS.

"Under this monument are deposited the remains of ELIZABETH GURNEE, who lived a pious and useful
Life, and spar'd at her Death a generous concern for the support of religion. She died Dec. 9th, 1750, in the 58
year of her age, and was the first person intcr'd in this Burying Ground."

"In Memory of ANN GURNEE, widow, who died April 7th, 1751, in the Hundreth year of her age."

"In Memory of BENJAMIN GURNEE, Yarnmaker, a liberal Benefactor to the Society with which he
statedly joined in Religious Worship.. He died February 13th, 1768, aged 76."

"Underneath this Monument are deposited the remains of MARY the Wife of BENJAMIN GURNEE,
who exchanged this Life for a better September 8, 1703, aged 80."

In this place are interred the remains of CALEB HILLIER, whose excellent Chin-actor will long be
remembered, without the help of an Inscription. He exchanged this Life for a better Sep. 27, 1733, in the 68th
year of his age.”

"Beneath this Stone lieth the Body of THOMAS HILLIER, the Son of WILLIAM and ELIZABETH
HILLIER, whose Bodys lie interred in the Parish Church here.) He departed this Life the 29 of April, 1755,"

"Underneath lieth the Body of ELIZABETH HILLIER, Spinster, the Daughter of RICHARD & MARY
HILLIER the Elder. She died the 22 of May, 1756, aged 60."



"Here rest the remains of SUSANNA the Wife of JOHN ROBERTS, and third Daughter of THOMAS
DIX, Gentleman, formerly of this place, who died October the 3rd, 1778, aged 72."

"Underneath this Stone are inter'd the remains of JOHN ROBERTS, (of this place,) [ronmonger, who
died January the 8th, 1795, aged 82."

"here also are inter'd the remains of JOHN ROBERTS, Gentleman, the only Son of JOHN and
SUSANNA ROBERTS, of this place. He died July 20th, 1802, aged 57."

"Here also are inter'd the remains of ABIGAIL the Widow of the Rev. SKINNER SMITH, formerly of
Abingdon, in the County of Berks, and fifth Daughter of THOMAS DIX. She died Nov. the 1st, 1783, aged
77."

"SAML. WORTHINGTON, M. D., Died April ye 27, 1777, aged 61."

"In Memory of ELIZABETH PAINE, Widow of JOSEPH 'PAINE, who dyed October the 2, 1755, aged
83."

"Sacred to the Memory of THOMAS SMITH, of Easton Grey, in the County of Wilts, Esg., who died
on the 31st May, 1822, aged 52."

"Here rest the remains of JOHN SMITH., formerly of Aylesbury in the County of Bucks, Esq., but
many years resident in this place and one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of Gloucester.
He died the third day of August, 1795, aged 65."

"Underneath the adjoining Stone are placed the Remains of SARAH only daughter of JOHN &
SARAH SMITH. She died May the 11th, 1807, aged 32,"

"SARAH SMITH, widow of John Smith Esq., Ob. 21st April, A.D. 1805, Ad. 67."

"In Memory of JAMES BLOUT, late of this Town, who departed this life, September 186, 1790, aged
70 years."

"To the Memory of MARY LEWIS, who died the 15th of July, 1787, aged 35 years."

"To the Memory of THOMAS DAWSON, who died the 21st of February, 1786, aged 60 years. Also
of ANN his Wife, who died the 14th of September, 1700, aged 74 years."

“In Memory of JOHN BERNINAN, late Clerk to this Meeting, who died Jany. 29th,1795, aged 67
years. Also of five Children."

In Memory of MARY SELF, widow of Caleb SELF, Clothier, who died 23rd April, 1765, aged 80.

Also of MARY ROBERTS, Spinster, daughter of the above MARY SELF, who died June the 17th,
1781, aged 64."

“In Memory of MARTHA the wife of FRANCIS TURNER. She died Oct. the 1, 1761, aged ......
years."

"In Memory of MARY, 'the Wife of HENRY WAVEL, who died January ye 31st, 1750, aged 58 years."

"In Memory of ELIZABETH the Daugt. of HENRY & ANN WAYELL, who departed this Life Septr. ye
28, 1773, aged 4 years and 4 months."

"In Memory of HENRY WATELL, Senr, who departed this Life July ye 20th, 1771, aged 70 years."

“In Memory of ANN the Wife of HENRY WATELL, Jun., who departed this Life August the 25th,
1771, aged 34 years."

"In Memory of ROBERT BOYD, who died Oct. 10th, 1798, aged 63 years. Also of ESTHER his Wife
who died June 9th, -23, aged 78."



"Here lieth the Body of JOHN BOYD, late of the County of Antrim, in the Kingdom of Ireland, who
died April 16, 1789, aged 55 years."

“In Memory of JOHN GODWIN, who died Dec. 19, 1802, aged 84 years. Also MARTHA his Wife,
who died Novr. 22nd, ...00 aged 81 years."

"In Memory of RICHARD HULBERT, who died March 22nd, 1784, aged 68 years. Also of ANN his
Wife who died Jany. 29, 1787, aged 73 years."

“In Memory of MARY ALLEY Widow, who departed this Life the 22 of September, 1752, aged 85.
Also in Memory of MARY her Daughter, the-Wife of 'JOHN BRIDGES, who departed this Life, November the
2...1759, aged 6—."

"In Memory of MARY WINTER, Widow, who died Nov. 9th, 1771, aged 64 years."

"MARY STEPHENS RICHARDSON died 21st June, -14, aged 16 years."

"In. Memory of SARAH the Wife of JOSEPH BREWER. She died Decr. the -, 1767, aged 76 years."

"To the Memory of Mary the Wife of JAMES FRANKLIN, who departed this Life July 23rd, 1791,
aged 42 years."

"Here restath the Body of WILLIAM PEARCE, who departed this Life, Nov. ye 28, 1766, in the 75
year of his age."

"DENNIS BURROWS, departed this Life August the 17th, 1806, aged 70."
"Here lieth the Body of HANNAH the Wife of THOMAS REDHOOD, who died Jung. 14, 1-."

"Here resteth ye Body of BENJAMIN WHITEING, who departed this Life January ye 5th, 1750, aged
73 years. Also of ELIZABETH his Wife, who died April ye 4th, 1778, aged 91 years."



